SECTION c

THE TELEGRAPH

Sunday, July 7, 1991

Sunda

y A.M.

B ANN LANDERS ............... C-2
B COMMUNITY CALENDARC-2
B ENTERTAINMENT ........... Cc-4
® HERITAGE..................o.s C-5
B TRAVEL...............oe Cc-5

LEFT: A :

| worker helps -
to dismantla
the cabin in
Alton In
1975.

BELOW:
! Robert St
' Potors, Inft,
and Tom
Thompson
stand In -
front of the
recon-
structad
cabin at its
new home 1_;..{«%_
o R
. Thompson't;
§ herb farm .
i l‘lhﬂl‘, ;-5; .
g Grafton,

¥ ..It"took six men to lift the’ last logs, whlch had to be held _
er their heads. *We had no equipment except muscle,”.

hompson said, -

‘original mortar contamed horsehair, but Thompson
ttle for brwk mortar, addmg lunestone and sand to

n wedged wood chmks between'

Cavalry horses fight for survival

Associated Press
Kathy Pelletier puts Morgan horses through their paces at the University of Connecticut
horse barn in Storrs, Conn. The line of U.S. cavalry horses lives on through a special
breeding program at five of New England's state universities.

By NITA LELYVELD
Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — They are
symbols of pride, this small
kand of horses,

Their common ancestor was
named Figure, a smallish,
handsome equine, given to set-
tle a debt in the late 1700s,
strong enough to plow rocky
hillsides or pull a log with three
men on it, yet fast enough to
win prizes at the race,

Figure’s descendants rode
and fought from Gettyshurg
and Shenandoah to Appomat-
tox, One was the only survivor
at the Little Big Horn.

They served the U.S. Cavalry
until the horse soldiers dis-
mounted in 1943 to take wup
sturdier chargers like tanks
and armored vehicles.

But they survive in New Eng-
land in a special breeding pro-
gram at five state universities,
including the University of Con-

i

necticut.

At the UConn horse barn,
four Morgan horses originating
from U.S. Cavalry lines already
have been born this year. Three
or four more are expected by
year’s end.

The Morgan is widely consid-
ered to be the first truly Ameri-
can breed, named after Justin
Morgan, a schoolteacher, pro-
fessional musician and tavern
owner who moved from West
Springfield, Mass., o Randolph
Centre, Vt., in 1788,

When Morgan returned to
West Springfield in 1795 to col-
lect a debt, he was given two
horses in lieu of money.

One was Figure, a 2-year-cld
Bay colt, an unusually strong,
even-tempered and tireless ani-
mal.

Figure, later renamed Justin
Morgan, died in 1821, having
served numerous masters in his
28 years. While the facts and
caliber of his own lineage were

unknown, his legacy is pmce-
less.

Morgans are relatively smalil,
averaging about' 15 hands and
usually weighing about 1,000
pounds. Brown, bay, chestnut
or black, they exhibit a sturdy
elegance that in the 19th cen-
tury made them horses of
choice either in front of a plow
or carriage or mounted in hat-
tle.

Today, they have made the
UConn horse barn a popular
gathering place, especially
when the young foals can be
seen teetering and tottering
near their mothers in the sur-
rounding fields.

The youngest Morgan foal
was born on May 5, bred from
7-year-old Morgan mare nameﬁ
Merwin's Black Beauty and a 5-
year-old Morgan stallion, Doc
Daniels.

The small bay colt, with his-
large eyes and already graceful

] 8ee HORSES, Page 0-4

. .
)



