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Observations

The Trend of Current
Thought and Discusslon

The Patronage Issuc

By THEODORE W. JONES
(ia tte Rirkmeod Thoes Dismteb]

Your $swue of March I8 contafned
an cditorfal headed: “Hoover and
the South,” In that odRarlal ace
curred these line:  “ft ncand the
cnd of the Influence of Perry Jlow-
ard. Negro committceman from Mis-
slasippd, who is now helng held for
trial on charses of sclling federal of-
Aeexn; and [t s taken for granted that
Juseph W, Talbest, national comumlt-
teeman for Seuth Carvollna, will ho
Adeposed.”

Tha obnaxteus cuatem of selling
{edcral offices in the South hias coma
down from the reconstructlon period

Ngh {n pubite and private offics who
Bave faitered, falled and faien, and
they will keep on falling untll Ga-
briel hlows the Lorn. Is ft reason-
ki to cxpect and demand perfee-
tlon in the black man? When a white
man proves recreant to hile trust and
S« driven from power another white
man 1a put in his place. W this
rute be followed ln the eveat that
there Ncgro commitlecmen are re-
movred? WL other Nezroes be put
in their places, and §f not. why not?

Whether or not these Calored men
teore thelr honors well and worthily
183 Thelr fate will not

anid 8 hoary with age. A 10
Harry S. New, cx-pastmastes general,
it ts particlpated in by Democrats
and Itepublicans when thele respec-
tive parties are in power, Thisahuae
at power, then, {3 as great a reffec-
tlon on one party as on the other. 1€
Negro committcemen have been en-
anared in thia viclous custom, they
are no worse than white cominittee-
men who Inaururated and have pec-
petunted the system.

Helline  patropage, as  charged
againgt thesn Negro committeemen,
s 1ad indecil, but not aa Lad as the
acts of federnl oflicers in acliing
feascx to the oil Jands of the govs
ernment.  which trantactions  reck
with graft, bribery anil corruption.
And_what ahout the public xcandaly
in Okfaloma and Lanisana, which
Include =uch distinzuished names as
Gavernar Ilenty S, Johnson and Gov-
erpor Jiuey I Long?

These Nepro commitleemen are oe-
cused of nething maore helnous than
misuse of thelr appalnting  power.
“Thelr veeards will xeemn clean com-
pared with the records of white men
~governors of great states who have
heen impeached for gross incompe-
tency. wmisappropriation  of  pulils
fundx and other acandale.  There §s
an {mpeachiment resolutfon now in
the hnuse of representatives chargIng
the gavernor of the state with habit-
uval drunkenness, attempted corrup-
tion of the juliclary and plotting
murder. Taday a United States con-
gressman, xald to be Indomxed by the
AntleSalnan league, 15 undec a4 fed-
eral indlctment for turning rum
runner and Ary Jaw violator. and
these are fnt all.  Can greater
charges be fited agalnst the worst
Negra  eriminal in the Southland
than these against white repreyentae
e sonthern leaders?

It 13 not unusual to find white men
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nffect the Newroes' weil or woe.
Thelr names are not connccted with
any cconomic, mocfal or political
achievement for thelr race. The Ne-
frocs' standing In the Republlcan
party has been on the decilne during
the operations of these men a8 na-
tlopal committeemen and today it ly
worwe, 30 they hiare avalled nothing
fn that direction. ‘They aid lhelp
nominnte and elect Mr. Joover, whe
ham cepald thelr loyally by turning
against them. 1f they are gullly of
misconduct in ofiice and deposed, no
one will be dracged down with them,

A% n matter of fact the future or
dosting of the Calored pace doex not
depend on Negro national commit-
teemen; does not depend upon any
political party, the friendls decisions
af any court of Jaw, of evea upon
Presldent loover. The (uture or dex-
tiny of the race depends upon the
Negen hlmself and the good will of
the white peoplc anong whom his
lot 1a cast.

For example,

Nervoes are not
1

®, T
ar merchant kings. The ovenwhielm-
oz majority are workers, they must
toll with toole, must labor with thele
Yinnds for centurfes yet to come.
There is no law, no political party,
or the excrcise af any feanchixe that
wil} forre an Sndividual, fitm or cor-
poration ta empley a Negro, It » for-
etoner will render befter or moro ef-
Neient gervice.

There are leglons of southern white
people ready and wililng to encour-
age the Negro if lie 18 saber, sensthle
and will stick to his Job.  To re-
peat, belleve it or not. the future or
destine of the Necro lies argely with
Mmsst and the friendly relatlons he
i able to malntain with the white
people among whom he must lve,
and here he must work out his xal.
vatlon.



